CCI Sciences Subcommittee

Approved Minutes

Friday, November 5, 2010






1:30 PM- 3:00 PM

110 Denney Hall
ATTENDEES: Buckner, Daniels, Fredal, Guatelli-Steinberg, Gustafson, Lyvers-Peffer, Mumy, Vankeerbergen. 
AGENDA: 
1. Items from Chair: Approval of 10/22/10 minutes 

Guatelli-Steinberg, Daniels, unanimously approved
2. Slavic 597 (requesting Issues of the Contemporary World) 

Very well documented. Rationale is good. Very interdisciplinary in scope.
Assessment plan: fine. 

Mumy, Buckner, unanimously approved
3. Conversion: NMS: major and minor proposals from Physics 

A. Major:
· Converted with minimal changes (goals, courses are basically same; categories have changed somewhat). They have gone from 6 options to 4. Same number of courses but less of a distribution requirement. Lab requirements have increased significantly.
· Question of feasibility of courses (faculty, lab space, etc). At the subcommittee level, we can ask the Dept. whether they have fully considered the issue. Indeed, CAA is likely going to look at this issue.

2 questions for Dept: 

· In transition to semesters, from 6 to 4 options: will there be a lot of pressure on certain courses?

· Do you foresee any resource issues (staff, lab)?

· How many 3-course sequences? Three.
· Discussion on how long the bridge courses will be offered.

· It is recommended that the transition plan address the role of advising: e.g. how many staff will work with students.

· The course listing does not include research: x998, x999. Including these would make sense to support learning goal 6. 
· With conversion, there will be higher demands on advisors. Suggestion: increase number of peer advisors (this is a practice used in FCOB).

· Mistake: p. 16: Advanced Physics Option: Physics 4700 appears in SP 3rd year & AU 4th year. The one in AU 4th year should probably say 3470.

· Physics 5700: if only offered for the first time SP2014, how does that affect students who will graduate in 2013?
· More generally, is it possible for a student to graduate in time? Can students take enough labs concurrently?
· Subcommittee would like to have a document back in which the department addresses these points.

Mumy, Guatelli-Steinberg, approved with contingency (see bolded items above)
B. Minor

Would research count toward electives for the minor? Vote will take place next time.
Adjourned 3:00PM

